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Commodore: Terry Sparks 

Welcome to 2021 Oak Harbor Yacht Club Members.  It appears 

COVID is still with us, but we are hopeful to be back to normal 

operation early in 2021. 

Our club faced many challenges in 2020 and thanks to our past 

Commodore Ken Cannizzaro’s leadership our club remains financially viable.    

Ken spent many hours coping and filing COVID related receipts for the City of Oak 

Harbor and Island Counties Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act 

(CARES) program. His diligence resulted in an $8,000.00 award from Oak Harbor and 

an additional $2,107.00 from Island county.    

Ken has also agreed to continue as our club’s manager.   Filling the manager’s position 

has remained on hold because of COVID restrictions keeping our club closed.  The 

manager’s position will be filled after our club is back to normal operation.   

Nautical Guidance:  "A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor." — Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Vice Commodore: Danny Kaiser 

As we look to the beginning of a new year, it is not only a good time to 

pause to reflect on the events that have brought us to where we are 

today as people and as a Club, but also to look to the future.  The 

current health crisis has prevented us from gathering as often and in the way we would 

like to. Doing our part to prevent the spread of the pandemic is the sacrifice we must 

make to ensure that we can safely meet again as soon as possible.    

This down time has been the best time to deal with some of the deferred maintenance in 

the Clubhouse—mainly in the kitchen.  New flooring, a new range and dishwasher have 

already been installed.  A set of larger sinks will soon be in place.  When we are able to 

host events again, this kitchen will be a pleasure to work in.  It will ensure our place as 

the nicest event facility in Oak Harbor and make us even more attractive for money-

raising rentals.  

I will be forming a House Committee very soon for 2021.  Per our By-Laws:  The 

House Committee shall consist of three (3) or more members who act as general 

supervisors of the clubhouse.  The Committee may prescribe rules and regulations, 

subject to approval by the Board.  Individuals interested in serving on this committee 

should contact me.  

We all have much to be thankful for—our families, our friends, and, yes, our Yacht 

Club.  I look forward to seeing you in the New Year.   

At the Helm 

Commodore: 

Terry Sparks 

Vice Commodore: 

Danny Kaiser 

Rear Commodore: 

Tom Fitzgerald 

Secretary: 

Lynn Kastner 

Treasurer: 

LaRae Brown 
 

OHYC Directors: 

     Bob Burnet 

     Don Kaiser 

     Maria Litrenta 

     David Steckman 

     Tugg Thomson 

     Bill Weinsheimer 
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Rear Commodore: Tom Fitzgerald 

Happy New Year!      My name is Tom Fitzgerald your new Rear Commodore.  Here’s a little about me. 

I grew up in Issaquah WA with my family (dad Dan, mom Jodi, big brother Ken and little sister Christy). 

After completing high school, I decided to become a Seattle Police Officer. I was hired while I was 

attending Bellevue College. After Patrol, I put in 20 years on our SWAT Team then almost 10 years in Harbor patrol 

(Marine Unit). I am not “technically retired yet” but will explain, just ask me. 

 

My wife (you may know her Crystal Co-Chair of membership here at the club) and I decided to move here to Oak Harbor 

about 3 years ago.  We joined the Yacht Club soon after are arrival, even though we did not have a boat yet.  We finally 

got our Catarmaran, “Miss Fitz”  a year later. We have sailed all around the San Juan islands, lots of trips with Yacht Club 

members!   All 5 of our kids (ages 21-31) are out on their own. So, it’s me, my wife and our 3-year-old Blue Heeler (Jax... 

aka the navigator). 

 

I am excited to be your Rear Commodore.  I am also looking for volunteers for the MMGT (Monday Morning Grill 

Team) once the Club gets cooking again! 

Return to Contents 

Past Commodore:  Ken Cannizzaro  

On my transition from Commodore to Past Commodore 

If hindsight is truly 20/20 then a retrospective on the year of 2020 is that many folks want a do-over.  

Some people say that all the fun has been cancelled for 2020.  I both agree and disagree.  The optimist in 

me has found much good in 2020.  To stay balanced you must counter the not so good with the good, what 

comes easily to what must be worked hard for.  We all have had different experiences that have created 

that balance in our lives in these months.  To some extent it meant more time with family.  Then again it has separated 

others from family and friends we call ‘family’.    

I ask you a question, “what points and counterpoints did you experience that left you feeling a sense of balance and good?   

“In” the absence of seeing members much of this year I’d love to hear from you.  You have heard from me in our monthly 

newsletters.  Now it is your turn.  If you have any stories or adventures you want to share, please send them to me for 

sharing in the members corner as we want to catch up on what we have missed while not seeing each other.   I think we 

would all like to live vicariously through other’s good experiences.  Inquiring minds want to know – do tell. 

 As I join the ranks of other Past Commodores, I see what many have seen before me.  And that is I’ve seen first-hand the 

bounty of passion, effort, creativity and cooperation that members share as they volunteer.  Many have been working 

behind the scenes, behind their masks to make the club good, better, and then the very best it can be for everyone to enjoy.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to work with and learn from so many of you during my term on the Bridge.    Members, 

you are an inspiration and a model of unselfishness that is even more evident in a year of turbulence.    While my term as 

Commodore has ended, I will continue to serve as the volunteer Club Manager same as I have done throughout 2020.   

This means I am still near the phone or email to hear from the members.  During this quiet time, we have been able to 

review processes and greatly improve how things get done.   Do you have any idea the number of volunteer’s hours 

donated? Lots and lots!  It has been a deep dive into club methods to increase efficiency, eliminate redundancy and 

identify wasteful spending.  There have been innumerable hours of physical labor making improvements to the property.  
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Members have taken an active interest in club matters and implemented many of your good ideas.  New members are 

joining the club even as the cloud of COVID lingers.  Members have come out of the woodwork to work together with a 

renewed spirit of energy and socialization. I have been so lucky to see this and experience the faith and dedication of so 

many.  Thank you, members, for keeping the faith and being outstanding stewards in the face of trying times.     

Sincerely, your Past Commodore and continuing volunteer Club Manager, Ken Cannizzaro.  Let us hear from you. 

Return to Contents 

Secretary  Lynn Kastner   

No Boat, No Problem 

Yes, the Oak Harbor Yacht Club is a boating organization. However, membership is open  

to boaters and non-boaters alike. As a non-boat owner, I have enjoyed its full range of  

Social Activities. These include: 

• Cook-Your-Own Chicken or Steak Wednesdays 

• Grilled Burger and Potluck Fridays 

• Monthly dinner events including Dinner and a Pitch 

• Theme, holiday and sports parties 

• Movie and game nights 

The monthly Oak Harbor Yacht Club Newsletter is a great source for a full calendar of activities. 

Return to Contents 

Treasure LaRae Brown   

My name is LaRae Brown and I am your new Treasurer.   

I am so happy 2020 is coming to a close. The year began with an impeachment trial; transformed with a pandemic; 

confronted the worst social unrest in half-century; many suffered through hurricanes and the largest wildfire season in 

history; we witnessed major unemployment and huge food lines; we endured political unrest; and then came the murder 

hornets; not to mention our own yacht club turmoil.   To say it has been a very challenging and stressful year is an 

understatement! 

We all owe a huge Thank you to Ken and Terry for their unending commitment to the Club during this unsettling time. 

I am looking forward to 2021, returning to the club and seeing all the smiling faces.  

I hope I am an asset as Treasurer and realize that I have large shoes to fill after witnessing what Ken has had to take on and 

has accomplished as both the Commodore in addition to all the Treasurer duties. 

I think as bad as things have been, the bad allows us to perceive the good and not take life for granted.  Some see life as the 

glass half full or half empty, I am just glad I wake up every day to see the glass. 

Return to Contents 
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Member’s View 

 The reason I joined the club was that I had a sailboat and wanted to learn more about sailing. I LOVE boats, and I 

love the water. The YC has also turned out to be a safe place for me being single. I have had lots of fun at various 

social events and have made many friends through the yacht club.  Avis Berney 

 The big reason that stands out is reciprocal benefits.  But we may also sign up for other yacht clubs that provide 

reciprocals for a lot less money.  We are contemplating that one.    Another big reason is comradery. We love going to 

the club after racing and sharing our sailing stories with other sailors as well as benefiting from others' knowledge of 

sailing and boating. The great thing is, we may come as we are - we may go to the club right after racing without 

having to don our blue blazers and polished deck shoes.   Finally, socializing and making new friends!  We love the 

social events - music, dancing, games.  The combination of all the above is what makes OHYC the best club in the 

state!     Suzie DuPuis  

 Kathy and I initially joined the club more than 15 years ago, to learn more about cruising in our area.  When we 

joined, the club had a large and active cruising group, the discussions at the club on Friday evenings were always 

about yachting and cruising, the social events were always fun, and the food prepared for our events was first rate. 

Over the years the cruising group became smaller, the splinter groups became more vocal and the social events dried 

up or were so divided we decided to pass on all of them.   This was very disturbing, I had spent six years on the Board 

of Directors and 3 years as the Rear, Vice, and Commodore and in that 9 years I had attended almost every event in 

the club.  Now, I felt excluded and out of place at my own club. 

However, now I have great optimism for the rebirth of the club.  The people who remain and are the leadership of the 

club continue to be great, interesting, and fun people to be around.  I have tremendous confidence that the club will 

become a welcoming hub for yachtsmen and land cruisers alike.  The membership is made up of professional and 

talented people who are anxious to reopen and always keep in mind the club is one club for all members. 

I am excited to continue to be a member and fly our burgee proudly and know that other clubs view our Friday burger 

night as a jewel.   J.J.J. 

 I first joined OHYC in 1980.  The primary reason for joining was that I wanted to race my sailboat, and back then to 

enter most races the skipper (or at least one of the crew) had to be a member of a yacht club which was in turn a 

member of the National Authority (now US Sailing).  Even though yacht club membership is usually not required for 

skippers now, the organizing authority for any race sanctioned by US Sailing must be a club or other organization 

with a US Sailing membership, which of course OHYC has. Without OHYC, our racing sailors would have to go 

elsewhere to race.   
 

I must admit that after joining OHYC, for the first 20 years or so, I did not participate in many Club activities except 

for racing my boat. After I retired, began to participate in more Club activities.  With more free time, I realized that 

sailors and boaters were fun people to socialize with, and our yacht club was a great place to do this.  
 

Having been to many of the yacht clubs around the Sound, I came to appreciate that we have one of the best physical 

facilities in the area.  I also appreciate that we can operate with a paid manager and bar staff and do not have to rely 

on the inconsistency of volunteers for these positions, as most other yacht clubs do. We have the only waterfront 

meeting venue in town, and this has allowed us to bring in extra revenue, by renting out the space for weddings, etc. 

Reciprocal moorage at other clubs is a benefit that we have used frequently.    
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As is true of most social organizations, OHYC through the years, has had its share of petty disagreements and 

personality clashes, which occasionally get blown out of proportion. The stresses of this pandemic year have 

magnified this, however OHYC has been through several such crises in the past and has usually emerged stronger for 

it. I will continue with my OHYC membership. At a little more than a dollar a day, it is a real bargain.     

Byron Skubi  
 

 In general, the OHYC is the best bargain in town, great food, great bar and where else can you meet such wonderful 

people with shared and new interests and partake of a rich social agenda.  Any organization that serves its members 

and its community deserves to be supported. 
 

An appropriate analogy is when your favorite restaurant gets closed due to a national pandemic and or is affected by 

management ownership of the restaurant; you do not lose sight of the wonderful menu that the restaurant served and 

the fun times you had. So, you look forward to again being able to enjoy the menu again, and you realize without your 

patronage the menu would be lost. This analogy fits the Oak Harbor Yacht Club, as we all look forward to enjoying 

the menu of wonderful memories, new menu items, activities, and socialization that the Oak Harbor Yacht Club has 

always provided and will continue to provide.   
 

The Yacht Club has a wonderful and bright opportunity ahead of it, to provide more services to its members and its 

community for safe boating socialization and having fun.      Ken Cannizzaro  
 

 The Yacht Club and Me/We      

We have been members of OHYC for over 15 years. Our intent for joining at first was the lure of cruising Puget 

Sound while taking advantage of the Reciprocal moorage perks. We had just purchased a sailboat that could take on 

our imagined voyages.  

We had been active sailing locally with friends on their boat and visiting the Club as guests. We were acquainted with 

many of the Club members.  We had other activities in town, so it wasn’t like the Club was going to be our only 

source of entertainment.  

Before we joined, we were members of another sailing organization in Oak Harbor, Whidbey Island Naval Sailing 

Association, (WINSA). They were organized and ran the majority of the sailing activities locally, weekly racing and 

weekend regattas.  Other than the 30 plus year run of Whidbey Island Race Week, active sailing competition had sort 

of dropped out of the focus for OHYC.   

Now the YC has a very active Sail Fleet.  We sponsor weekly events from March – October.  We have hosted 

National level Class regattas, Round Whidbey regatta and even the weekend Scott Cline regatta.    We really enjoy 

how now the Club is aligned with other boating focused groups. Oak Harbor Youth Sailing and Deception Pass 

Power Squadron.  

We are proud of the friendly reputation that OHYC has throughout the Sound.  We are one of the only Clubs regularly 

open (Wednesday’s Burn-your-Own and Friday Burgers).  We have met boaters from Nanaimo and Silva Bay, BC to 

Olympia that speak highly of our hospitality.  

It is nice to a have a casual place to go.   To grab a drink or a meal.  To catch-up with old friends or enjoy a visit with 

new ones.  No pressure, no judgements.   Larry Munns 
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 That’s simple.  I enjoy being around these great people!  Every time I step into the club, I see smiles all around and 

folks enjoying each other while sharing stories of their adventures at sea.  
 

I love being part of the OHYC Sail Fleet. I love being able to race against my friends and come back to the club, enjoy 

a delicious burger and a drink together.    It is the highlight of my week.  
 

I love seeing those who give countless hours to the club, so all members get to enjoy it.  And they do it with a smile. It 

is a team effort and so appreciated.  
 

I love hearing great praise, from other clubs, how “first-rate” our club is.  Our visiting guests even notice what a gem 

we have.              I look forward to many great things ahead for the club!    Dave Steckman  

 When we moved to Oak Harbor in 2005, we visited the Oak Harbor Yacht Club looking for an active boating 

community and new friends.  At the time, our children were young -- Willa was 3 and Jake had not yet celebrated his 

first birthday -- and the entire family was welcomed warmly.   
 

The Sail Fleet and annual Whidbey Island Race Week has fed my competitive side.  Burger and steak nights, social 

events, and friendly bar have all helped us make and nurture valued friendships.  When visitors come from out of 

town, the OHYC is a must visit, knowing that our friends will be welcomed and treated kindly.   
 

2020 has taken away so many of the benefits of our great club, and I look forward to both changes at the club and in 

our community that will make the club a safe place to gather once again.  William Westheimer  

 

 The OHYC is important to our family because it supports Thursday night racing and Oak Harbor Youth Sailing. Our 

boys have grown up coming into the yacht club for sailing classes in the summer and on Thursday nights for burgers 

after sailing.  
 

We have enjoyed the friendships and community we have found in belonging to OHYC. Having a nice place to meet 

and visit after racing is great. The facilities are excellent and the view from our club just can’t be beat. Our boys now 

bring their friends into the club for burgers and help teach summer classes at the yacht club. This is a wonderful club 

and we hope it can be used to help foster the love of sailing to the next generations for years to come. 

Shannon and Denise Buys 

 

 While my wife Pat and I were cruising Mexico on our sailboat Sunnyside, we would come back to Oak Harbor in the 

summer months.    We belonged to the Navy Yacht Club in San Diego and were told we were welcome at 

OHYC.   For several summers we visited the club at least once for Steak and/or hamburger night.   We were 

impressed with the camaraderie of the members, the minimal cost of quality food and drink, and the club’s amazing 

waterfront venue.   

 

We joined OHYC when we permanently returned from Mexico.   Reciprocal free moorage at other yacht clubs almost 

pays for our membership dues.  While we could have stayed in low-cost Navy yacht clubs and had the reciprocal 

advantage, we would not have such a great place to go.  The OHYC remains a safe environment where we can meet 

with friends, have a good meal, attend great monthly event, and the club is so much nicer than either Navy Yacht Club 

San Diego or Everett.   Terry Sparks   

Return to Contents 
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Commodore: 

Terry Sparks 
p-t_on_sunyside@live.com 

(360) 544-2812 

 

Vice Commodore: 

Danny Kaiser 
dkaiser@ku.edu 

 

Rear Commodore: 

Tom Fitzgerald 
13TFitz@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Lynn Kastner 
lynnkastner2@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

LaRae Brown 
laraebrown@hotmail.com 

  

 

Sail Fleet Captain 

Dave Steckman 
davesteckman@hotmail.com 

Shannon Buys  
buys737s@live.com 

 

Cruise Fleet Captain 

Bruce Brown 
laraebrown@hotmail.com 

 

Marketing & Public Relations 

Open 

 

Membership 

ohycmembership@comcast.net  

Pam Kaiser 

520-440-5060 

goldsmip@gmail.com  

Crystal Fitzgerald 

13cfitz@gmail.com   

425-737-7825 

Social Committee 

Jackie Cannizzaro  

Jackiecan@gmail.com 

(408) 234-1252 

Crystal Fitzgerald 

Lynn Kastner 

Maria Litrenta 

Pam Kaiser 

 

Club Event Reservation 

Tickets must be purchased for 

all events. Pay at the Club or 

by phone with a credit card.  

(360) 675-1314 

 

 

 

Reciprocal Moorage 

Jonny Johnson 
206-459-4422 

Jonnytar@hotmail.com  

 

The reciprocal locations 

can be found online at: 
www.yachtdestinations.org 
 

If you have a 

recommendation for 

a Yacht Club reciprocal 

not listed, please contact 

me.  

 

Currently we have 

reciprocal arrangements 

with over 100 clubs. 

 

Quartermaster 

David Maruna 
booklovin20@yahoo.com 

 

Education 

Terry Sparks 
Jackie Cannizzaro 

Hospitality & 
Condolences 
Avis Berney 
islander1569@comcast.net  
360-675-5374 
 

Please contact us if you 
know of a Club Member 
who may need help or 
support due to injury, 
illness, or death in the 
family. You may also 
contact any Bridge 

member. 
 

 

Apparel: 

Becky Powers 
firecracker1012@gmail.com 

 

Nominating Committee 

Ken Cannizzaro 

 
Newsletter 
OHYCNews@comcast.net 

 
Chairperson: Open 

 
 

Club Office: 
www.theyachtclub@comcast.net 

(360) 675-1314 

Return to Contents 

 
 

Real Deals on Apparel 

➢ Tees at 10% off on all club apparel throughout January.   

➢ Classic Race week T shirts only $5.00 (while they last) 

 

Return to Contents 

Who’s Who at OHYC 

Club Operating hours 

Thursday and  Friday  

5:30 PM  to 10:00 PM 

On Sale at the Ships Store 
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mailto:lynnkastner2@gmail.com
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mailto:Jackiecan@gmail.com
mailto:Jonnytar@hotmail.com
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http://www.theyachtclub@comcast.net
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Positions Open at the Club 

We need your help with important jobs at the club. The positions that are presently open are shown below.  While 
COVID has resulted in significant downtime for the club, we need to prepare for the future.   If you are interested in 
helping the club by stepping up and volunteering for one of these positions, let someone on the Bridge know. 

Newsletter Editor 
Our newsletter is issued the first of every 
month.  The Editor’s position is responsible 
for collecting information from newsletter contributors, 
editing the information as appropriate, and inserting the 
information into the newsletter.   

When the newsletter is complete, the Editor creates a pdf 
file and emails the pdf version to our webmaster.  The 
webmaster will then post the newsletter in our member 
portal.   

Throughout a month, should changes be required, the 
Editor will update the newsletter and re-send to the 
webmaster. 
 
 

 
Marketing and Public Relations 
The club needs to have someone focused on how to rent 
the upstairs ball room.  We need to rent the space out to 
maintain lowest possible membership fees and continue 
to enhance our club’s venue.    

A background in advertising, marketing, and/or sales 
would aid this person’s success in marketing and selling 
the clubs venue. 
 

If you do not see a job open, you would 

like to provide a helping hand for, 

contact the chairperson presently 

holding the position and volunteer 

your help. 

Assistant Quartermaster 

Our Quartermaster takes inventory of the 
products we sell.   Typically, this is a about a two 
hour process each monthly.  The inventory is typically 
completed while the club is closed.  One of our newest 
members David Maruna has stepped up to be our 
Quartermaster, but the task is much easier when two 
people are taking the inventory.  

Historian   

Every year we hold social and boating 
events where many pictures are taken.  
Our History books seemed to have stopped in 2000, and 
yet a lot has happened in the past ten years.   If you are 
interested in helping the club document what is 
happening in 2021, look at the historical books near the 
downstairs kitchen.  They will provide you with an idea of 
what has been done in the past.  Maybe Club Historian is 
something you could do to help future members know 
what a great club we have. 

Assistant Apparel 
Becky Powers has stepped up 
to be the lead person responsible for 
Apparel in 2021.  While this position 
is not as demanding as some, having two individuals 
allows for better continuity for our members.   

Apparel is one of the ways the club makes a few dollars 
each year selling OHYC apparel items.  So this is an 
important position. 

This task is talking with members to see what they might 
be interested in buying and ordering items for the club.  
Apparel also does special orders for members.   

 

Return to Contents 

Help Wanted!  

https://technofaq.org/posts/2016/02/18-secrets-of-marketing-techniques-to-improve-your-business/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://aforgrave.ca/detritus/2015/07/17/summer-2015-ds106-apparel/trackback/
https://aforgrave.ca/detritus/2015/07/17/summer-2015-ds106-apparel/trackback/
https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/40394/in-christs-time-who-possessed-the-written-word
https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/40394/in-christs-time-who-possessed-the-written-word
https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/40394/in-christs-time-who-possessed-the-written-word
https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/40394/in-christs-time-who-possessed-the-written-word
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
http://conscious.travel/tag/conscious-capitalism/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://growrag.wordpress.com/2010/10/26/let-historians-be-historians-theologians-be-theologians/
https://growrag.wordpress.com/2010/10/26/let-historians-be-historians-theologians-be-theologians/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Sail Fleet Captain Dave Steckman 

Happy New Year!! Hope you all had a wonderful holiday season!  

As we look towards our upcoming year, 2021 will be packed with many sailing opportunities. While our 

sailing season will not kick-off until the middle of March, there are many reasons to join us now at the 

club.  

We are continuing our Rules of Racing videos and discussions. If you have ever had questions about the racing rules, here 

is your opportunity. We will be starting with the basic rules again in January. Come join us for a burger, rules, and stay for 

one of our Thursday night sailing movies!         

Thursdays Thru March 4th 

• Burgers start at 5:30pm  

• Rules of Racing at 6pm  

• Sailing themed movie starts at 7pm 

Sailing Schedule at a Glance 

     March 18 - Sep 30:  Thursdays at 6pm   

     May 15-16:  Round Whidbey Race   

     July 16-18:  Whidbey Summer Classic Regatta 

                      (The new OHYC annual event)   

     Oct 2-3:  Scott Cline Memorial Regatta   

 

Racers, cruisers, and guests are welcomed to join us!    Reach 

out to me if you have any questions!      

Dave Steckman Sail Fleet Captain   
Return to Contents                                                                      
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Cruise Fleet Captain – Bruce Brown    

Bruce has laid out a tentative schedule with the help of Ralph and Collette our past Captains.  Great job Ralph and 

Collette in 2020.   If Canada opens, Bruce will modify the schedule to include at least one trip to Canadian waters.    

It is key for our cruising members to Captain one of the cruises.    The Captain typically finds out how many members are 

planning to go on the cruise and makes the arrangements with the marina.   

Our Cruising plans for 2021 include: 

May 7-9th: The Annual shakedown cruise in Anacortes* – Captain TBD 

This annual event location provides a great venue for the cruisers with Anthony’s restaurant just up the hill.   They 

have a party barge with BBQs and tables already for OHYC’s visit.   There is also RV parking for the land cruisers a 

short walk away from Dock “C” where the fun and camaraderie is happening. 

May 28 – 31st: Memorial Day Deer Harbor Cruise* – Captain Pete Hillberry 

Pete’s Memorial weekend cruises have some of the best BBQ food of any cruise.  There is also a 

hotel next door to the marina that lets the cruisers swim in their pool.  For Land Cruisers call: Deer 

Harbor Inn (www.vacasa.com/usa/Deer-Harbor-Inn-WA)  

June 4 – 6th:  Fisherman’s Bay – Captain TBD 

Fisherman’s Bay is a great follow-on venue for cruisers as the Memorial Day cruise is not over until Monday.   

Cruisers typically visit some of the other locations like Roache or Friday Harbor for three or four days, then off to 

Fisherman’s Bay.  Another option is use one of our reciprocal locations like the Orcus Island Yacht Club in the next 

bay to the east and stay for free.    

Fisherman’s Bay can be challenging to get to.   If you have a deep draft boat, be sure and check out when high tide is.   

The marina also has a hotel with a pool that is available.  

For Land Cruisers call:  Lopez Island Resort (https://lopezfun.com/)  

July 9 – 11th: Stuart Island – Captain TBD 

August 20 – 22nd: Kingston – Captain TBD 

September 24 – 26th:  Roache Harbor* – Captain TBD 

October 8 – 10th Chilly Willie in Everett* – Captain TBD  

Another fun location with great docks and several nearby restaurants.  One of our past Commodores, a few years back 

Steppe started the chilly contest for this cruise, so it is not Chilly Willie as we head into fall, but a great Chilly feed.    The 

closest hotel for land cruisers is the Hotel Indigo (www.ihg.com/hotelindigo/hotels/us/en/reservation)  The hotel is near all 

the restaurants in the marina area.  

 

Land Cruisers Please join the fun this year.  There are hotels and/or RV Parks nearby and you could 

probably get a boat ride from one of the cruisers if you just ask. 
 

Please sign up now by sending Bruce an email at:  laraebrown@hotmail.com 
 

* The cruise dates for Anacortes, Deer Harbor, and Everett are already reserved for OHYC. 

Return to Contents 

Cruising Fleet Plans            *Cruising Fleet Captain* 

http://www.vacasa.com/usa/Deer-Harbor-Inn-WA
https://lopezfun.com/
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Social Committee Chairperson Jackie Cannizzaro  

As this message is being composed by your Social Committee Chair, Jackie Cannizzaro, I am reminded that 

the calendar was set for the Commodore’s Ball Dec 19, 2020. Good news, it has not been cancelled.  It has 

only been postponed.  When the time is appropriate, we will enjoy this traditional evening at an 

untraditional time of year.  The theme for the Ball is “White Nights”.  Imagine the décor, food, attire and 

entertainment as divinely suitable for the Bridge & Board rotation and just as importantly, a member 

reunion.   As we push this formal party into early as possible in 2021, it means we will play catch up with a 

calendar of gatherings and events to put the fun and friends back under the roof of the beautiful OHYC.  Think of all the 

occasions and holidays we can celebrate with casual gatherings, theme parties or dressy affairs.  After such a long shut 

down we are all ready to rally, rock and roll.   

The Social Committee has a quiz for you.  Question:  what’s better than owning a boat? Answer:  Having friends that own 

boats.   You have friends with boats and your fellow boaters have invited you.  The Cruise Fleet and Sail Fleet have 

cordially invited all club land lubbers to join their itineraries in 2021.  The Club’s Social Committee will help coordinate 

non-boaters to meet up at select rendezvous points.    The sail and cruise fleets have chosen some marinas near home 

where everyone can join great dock activities, meals, happy hours, hikes, sightseeing, movies, shopping, and dockside 

camaraderie.  More is merrier.  Land lubbers can drive or ferry, park, bike, walk to our Club’s assigned guest dock in 

beautiful nearby marinas.  Watch the newsletters, eblast and member portal to get the latest locations and how to join at a 

destination in 2021.  Think warm thoughts as we look forward to the mercury rising and longer days.  Longer light of day 

has just rounded the corner on Dec 21, winter solstice.  It’s looking better already. 

On the Horizon as COVID requirements allow: 

 
1. Commodores Ball – Since COVID has resulted in no Commodores ball in 2020, our first indoor event in 2021 will 

be the Commodore’s Ball.   Our Social Committee will provide additional details when it is possible to plan the 
event. 

 
2. Whidbey Summer Classic Regatta July 16-18 – The Regatta will be the first of an annual event for OHYC.  It 

will be like race week but just over a weekend.   Social Committee will support Sail Fleet’s Regatta from the Club 

house.  We will be serving burgers and dogs to the racers. We are also planning to have live music and dancing in 

the evening.   More information when we get closer from the Sail Fleet Captain.  We will be looking for 

volunteers to help this Regatta be a memorable event.   
 

3. Monthly Dinner and a pitch starting in February. 
 

4. Monthly Social events starting as soon as allowable. 
Let me know if you have a special event in mind you would like to do or would like to help with one, we are planning. 
 

Jackie Cannizzaro  
jackiecan@gmail.com 

Return to Contents 

Planned Events at the Club  
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Membership Chairpersons Pam Kaiser and Crystal Fitzgerald  

Things have been pretty quiet on the Membership front.  We have had numerous 
inquiries.  
 
We have two new members - Monica and Jeff Rosenfelt of Oak Harbor.  Since we have not had any regular 
Friday nights, we will give them a rousing welcome as soon as we can re-open.   Be sure to stop by and 
introduce yourself to all new members to help make them feel like part of our OHYC family. 
 
Several inquiries - about two a week - and we anticipate that we will have several new members in the next 
OHYC Newsletter.   We have lots of ideas to increase the Membership numbers and will be sharing them soon.  
Please, if you have any ideas, let us know.  We are open to all good suggestions!!! 
 
Speaking of Membership increasing, Crystal and I are looking for a few bright minds to help us come up with 
membership activities and hints on how to recruit new members.  Please contact us - we welcome your input.  
This Membership Advisory Committee won’t be too time consuming - we just want to pick your brains. 
 
Invoices for OHYC 2021 dues were sent out last week. We always strive for correctness but if you have any questions 

about your invoice, please do not hesitate to contact Pamela or Crystal.  And since OHYC is still closed, we will be 

sending out the 2021 stickers for your ID cards as soon as we are notified that your payment has been received.   

 

The super $100 gift cards will be sent as soon as the Club opens. 

 

We hope that you are all staying sane and safe.  Trust us, this COVID-19 will end eventually - soon we hope.  Wear Your 

Mask!!! 

 
Pamela Kaiser - Co-Chair OHYC and Crystal Fitzgerald - Co-Chairs OHYC Membership 2020-2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday:  Bob Burnett; JR Russell; Sarah Russell; and David Maruna.        

 

Return to Contents 
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Reciprocal Moorage Captain is Jonny Johnson      

 

Reciprocal moorage is a benefit afford to our members by other yacht clubs.   Typically, reciprocal 

moorage may not be reserved in advance and is available on a first come first serve basis.    

 

If you are a cruiser, reciprocal moorage can save you a significant number of dollars each year as well 

as getting the opportunity to visit other clubs.  For Land Cruisers, the club house of reciprocal clubs is 

also open to our members. 

 

To find out which yacht clubs provide reciprocal moorage with Oak Harbor Yacht Club, go to Yacht Destinations.  

 

https://yachtdestinations.org/forums/index.php?app=frontpage 

 

If you have questions, contact Jonny at Jonnytar@hotmail.com     206-459-4422 

 

 

Featured Reciprocal Moorage this month is:   Royal Victoria Yacht 

Club at:   48° 27.15' N   123° 

17.67' W 

Oak Harbor Yacht Club can stay 2 nights free with 

only a $5 charge for electrical each night.   

Extended stays are also possible, up to 4 nights 

monthly and 14 days a year at posted rates. 

The RVYC club house is incredibly beautiful 

facility.    

In the summer months they have Friday night 

burgers.   Not like our Friday night burgers 

though. They have a staff that cooks and serves the 

burgers and sides for a reasonable price. 

     RVYC is a great place for our members to stop by next summer.    

Return to Contents 

 

Reciprocals                      *Reciprocal Moorage Captain* 
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Committees 

Board of Directors:    Our first 2021 BOD meeting will be January 19th at 5:30 PM.  The BOD will be at the club. Present 
COVID restrictions restricts us from all meeting at the club.  There will be a Zoom session established for Captains, 
Chairpersons, and interested members.  Captains and Chairpersons will receive an invitation and a Zoom link.   
Interested members may also obtain a Zoom link by sending a request to p-t_on_sunyside@live.com.   
If you are attending the BOD meeting via Zoom, please mute your microphone as even background 
noise will result in disrupting the board meeting.   Prior to closing the meeting, everyone attending 
will have an opportunity to comment. 

Ways and Means Committee:  The ways and means committee is charged with reviewing and 

making recommendations for the club’s budgets.  The committee is tasked with finding the ways and means 

with which to raise additional funds to cover club expenses beyond the dollars provided by membership dues.  

Per our Bylaws, the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee is the Commodore, Terry Sparks with the Vice 

Chairperson assigned to the Vice Commodore, Danny Kaiser.  Other key individuals will include: Admiralty Chairperson 

Avis Berney; Treasure LaRae Brown; and the club Fund Raiser Chairperson (to be named).  Please let the Commodore or 

Vice Commodore know if you are interested in also serving on this committee.  

 
House Committee:  This committee modifies and develops new club policies to better align with 
Washington, Island County, and Oak Harbor laws as well as policies OHYC needs to assure the club runs 
smoothly.   Per our Bylaws, the chairman of the House Committee is the Vice Commodore, Danny Kaiser 
and the Vice Chairperson is the Rear Commodore, Tom Fitzgerald.  In addition, our Social Chairperson 
Jackie Cannizzaro is also a member of the House Committee.  Please let the Vice Commodore or Rear 
Commodore know if you are interested in serving on this committee. 
 
Facilities Committee:  The 2021 Facilities committee will meet as soon as possible.   The facilities 
committee is responsible for maintaining our facility.  They identify issues, propose new solutions, and 
when a project is approved by the Board of Directors, they typically manage the work to completion.    
Per our Bylaws, the chairman of the Facilities Committee is the Rear Commodore, Tom Fitzgerald.  
Please let the Tom know if you are interested in serving on this committee. 
 
Admiralty Committee:  The Admiralty committee is led by Chairperson Avis Berney.   This committee was established in 
2020 to aid in collecting funding from our members to complete major projects.  The members of this committee have 
included Bruce Brown, Virginia Cooley, Sally Crelly, Pam Kaiser, and Larry Munns.   Membership dues only cover a small 
part of the clubs operating cost and there would be no monies for major projects without the generous 
donations from our members to the Admiralty fund.  Two projects already completed by funds donated 
by members are the parking lot pavement and the Ball Room bar.   If you would like to donate, contact 
Avis at islander1569@comcast.net.  
 

Memorial Hospitality & Condolences: The Chairperson for this committee is Avis Berney.   Please contact 

Avis if you know of a Club Member who may need help or support due to injury, illness, or death in the family. You may also contact 

any Bridge member.  Avis:  islander1569@comcast.net    (360) 632-0060 

Committee Reports  

mailto:p-t_on_sunyside@live.com
mailto:islander1569@comcast.net
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Fund Raiser Committee:  The club is planning to have at least one fund raiser 
event this year.   These events typically provide the additional operating funds 
needed to keep our doors open.   In the past, fundraisers have included auctions 
of donated items including fine artwork and in 2019 a lady’s tea party that was 
remarkably successful.   The Social Chairperson typically is a member of this 
committee and has a major role in assisting the success of the event(s).   
 

The club would like to have a dedicated chairperson for this committee.  Let us know if you would like to help. 
 
Education Committee:  The Education Committee is already planning several events assuming the COVID restrictions 
allow a February start.   On the plan are monthly Dinner and a Pitch events, weekly racing rules by Sail Fleet, a Marine 
Communication for Puget Sound seminar in the spring, and a radar operations seminar in the fall.   The Commodore, 
Terry Sparks, is temporarily acting as the Education Committee Chairperson to keep our plan moving forward.   Our 
Social Chairperson Jackie Cannizzaro has volunteered to be Vice Chairperson.    

 

If education is your background and would like to lead this important group, please let Jackie or Terry know. 

Return to Contents 

 
 
 

History 

If you like history, the history of our club is impressive.   Way back in 1953 
the club was founded as the Deception Pass Boat Club.  The first 
Commodore we have a picture for three years later was Chuck Bos, 1956.  
So, our roots go back over 64 years.   
 

We are now headed into our 65th year as a club.     
 
You may not have noticed, but there is a bookcase with books containing 
brass labeled years on the right, as you head into the downstairs kitchen.   
They were assembled when the club had a Historians.   If you have never 
looked at the books, they contain pictures and events that occurred in those years.  Unfortunately, 
the books only span from 1980 through 2000.  

 

OHYC History  
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Over the past 64 years the club has proudly offered a fun and relaxed environment of camaraderie and sportsmanship.  
While the club has always promoted an interest in boating and encourage boating-related activities the club also has 
great social activities year-round!   It is unfortunate that we have not capture the history for the past 20 years. 

 
 
Our Club house was built in 1983 and continues to be maintained and improved by 
the many members who volunteer every time something needs to get done.  
 
 

A major History annual event for many years was Race Week in Oak Harbor 
For many years, New York-based Yachting magazine held the reigns as the nation’s premier Race Week event organizer 

that included Key West, Catalina, San Diego, Block Island, Solomon Island, and Whidbey Island. But in 1994, Yachting 

ended its Yachting Race Weeks program. 

 

Race Week continued in Oak Harbor thanks in part to Oak Harbor businessman, Stan Stanley, 

OHYC Commodore in 1991.   Stan’s history with Race Week went back literally to day one.  

He, alongside Washington’s Governor, Oak Harbor’s Mayor and City Council, the Oak 

Harbor Yacht Club, and many others worked to bring Race Week to town for its debut event, 

July 10-15, 1983. 

Stanley joined forces with marine industry giant Bob Ross (J Boat Dealer, Sail Northwest, and 

Seattle Sailing Club) and carried the Race Week torch forward with Northwest Marine 

Productions for 14 years. In 2008, Gary Stuntz took the helm with Clear Ahead Marine Productions and kept the event 

afloat despite a tanking economy.  

For nearly four decades, Race Week has called Whidbey Island home. Sailors have come from all over the region to race, 

party, and play.  Anyone who has attended a Race Week event knows it was really, an Adult Summer Camp.  

During the 37-year history of this event Oak Harbor Yacht Club aided the event’s race, party, and play by cooking food 

and allowing the racers to visit our club. 

New adventure on the horizon.  Our Sail Fleet Captain is setting up our own race weekend.   We plan to have races, 

party, and play as before, but limited to Friday through Sunday.   Keep an eye on the Sail Fleet section of the newsletter 

for more information about the first OHYC annual Whidbey Summer Classic Regatta coming mid-July. 

If you like History, OHYC could use your help recording 

2021 events and people. 

 

Return to Contents 

 

  



 

P a g e  | 17 
 

1301 Catalina Dr., Oak Harbor, WA 98277 • (360) 675-1314 • theyachtclub@comcast.net • www.ohyc.org   
 

 

Deals for Members 

 
 
 

Drink Specials 
• We have 3 white wines on special this month for 

$7 a bottle. 

• Try our selection of draft beers.  Get a flight of 4 
beers to sample them for only $5.50. 

• Spicy Brandy Alexander, Brandy with spiced rum 
plus a few secret items only Shelley knows. $6.25 
 

 

Food Items on Sale 
• ½ pound Black Angus Hamburger and Chips 

• ½ pound Black Angus Cheeseburger and Chips 

• ½ pound Black Angus Bacon Cheeseburger and 
Chips 

• 2 Pack Traditional Hotdogs 

• Smoked Sausage Dog 

• Johnsonville Beer Brat 

• BLT and Cheese on a bun 

Return to Contents 

 

 
 

• The Waggoner Office is offering a 15% Discount, good until January 15th, on purchases of the 2021 Waggoner 
Cruising Guide and the 2021 Ports & Passes Tides & Currents through the Waggoner Book Store, using the 
promo code YC2021. 

 

• After Lloyd & Haleh Henry sold their boat, past OHYC members, they stopped by and donated several items 
from their boat.  Free to OHYC Members only.   Among the treasures are a manual vacuum oil change pump.  
They work great if you are changing your oil through the dip stick.   Also available are a radar reflector, fuel can, 
charts, and cruising books.    

 

• The Commodore’s sailboat, Sunnyside, is listed for sale.  We have removed many items from the boat that are 
also available EXCLUSIVELY to club members for FREE.  Including four hefty ¾” dock lines in good condition and 
many pieces of line in OK to very good condition.   More stuff next month. 

Return to Contents 
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2021 Calendar 
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sailing Movie 
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sailing Movie 
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*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 
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*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Round Whidbey Race  
*Anacortes Cruise 

*Deer Harbor Cruise  

* Dinner and a pitch 

*Thursday race night (6PM) 

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night  

*Fisherman’s Bay Cruise 

* Dinner and a pitch

 

*Thursday race night (6PM) 

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Summer Classic Regatta  

*Dinner and a pitch 

*Stuart Is Cruise 

*Thursday race night (6PM) 

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Kingston Cruise 

*Dinner and a pitch

*Thursday race night (6PM) 

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Roache Harbor Cruise 

*Dinner and a pitch

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Scott Cline Memorial Regatta  
*Everett Cruise 

*Dinner and a pitch

 

*Thursday burger, race training & 

sailing Movie  

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Dinner and a pitch 

 

* Thursday burger, race training & 

sailing Movie 

*Christmas Boats 

*1st Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 

*Wed Steak & Friday Burger night 

*Commodore’s Ball  

*New Year’s Eve Party

 


